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After the transfer of material to Liverpool
University was made two suitcases were found
containing the massive correspondence between
Stapledon and Miller. The letters very compre-
hensively fills in the nature of Stapledon's life
during the war years and there are enlightening
annotations by Crossley to a number of the let-
ters. The book has a number of extremely relevant
photographs and the final one showing a wedding
portrait of the newly married couple and their
parents and friends, brings a lump to the throat
as one views the youthful faces of the letter-
writing pair about to embark on "life's great
adventure" and the realization that no one in
that photograph is any longer alive.

I found it especially poignant because I had
visited Agnes Stapledon at her home in suburban
Liverpool and remember the bustling and vigorous
old woman in her eighties who was still driving
her own car and was ready to pick me up herself
if I bad no transportation. I spent the night as
her guest and interviewed her about the life of
her husband and herself. She was an incredibly
warm and trusting person and it was a source of
utter bafflement to me that many leading authors
and scholars in England had never bothered to
visit or interview her and it rested on me, an
American, to travel 3,000 miles and obtain a
"scoop" and provide the only such information
that would ever exist to various aspects of her
husband's career, personal life and writings.
Further, three Americans had to travel overseas
to organize his literary effects, compile his
bibliography and arrange to publish his letters.

While the material in the volume is narrow in
focus, it should prove of considerable interest
to those who have been intrigued or influenced by
Stapledon's work. It transforms the man that most
know simply as a possessor of an extraordinary
intellectual imagination into a warm human being.

It is fortuitous that within the same period
Jeremy Tarcher happened to read several of
Stapledon's books, went quietly mad about them
and without bothering to do any market research
felt compelled to reissue them completely reset
in large readable type and with new introductions
in a quality paperback format. The first two (and
there seems little doubt in my mind that there
will eventually be others) are the two titanic
works of imagination on which his reputation
rests, in the order in which Tarcher published
them: STAR MAKER and LAST AND FIRST MEN. The
STAR MAKER was characterized as the "50th Anni-
versary Edition" since it first appeared in 1937
and Brian Aldiss does a sound, sincere and ap-
propriately enthusiastic introduction to it.
Gregory Benford also does knowledgeable justice
in his forward to LAST AND FIRST MEN but the
afterward by Doris Lessing is especially germane
since she reveals she was impacted by the book
when a young girl living in Rhodesia and it helps
to explain the scope of her five-volume set of
intergalactic novels that she felt compelled to
write in recent years. All three volumes help to
sustain the reputation of 0laf Stapledon in a
dignified and creditable manner.

Especially fascinating in TALKING ACROSS THE
WORLD is Agnes' letter to her mother clarifying
her inexplicable delay in marrying Olaf after
sailing to England from Australia for that set
purpose. While on the ship she came close to
falling in love with a Captain Hutchinson who had
boarded at Bombay. When the ship docked she told
0laf about it and didn't think it would be fair
to marry him under the circumstances. With con-
siderable maturity he suggested that she delay
the marriage for awhile and get to know him bet-
ter in other than correspondence. She came around
after some weeks and they had a very fine mar-
riage for some 34 years. -—- SAM MOSKQOWITZ
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by

Jodie Of futt

Since I know that OUTWORLDS readers are totally
absorbed in computers and every bit of information
pertaining to them, and that we all hang on every
line that Beloved Bill our Editor writes on the
subject, I want to be the first to bring solid,
factual information to you concerning the current
viral epidemic. I'll include some rational advice
on how to cope, should your computer catch this
virus.

First, some background information. Evidence
indicates that this computer virus is rampant in
Israel, originating on a college campus and
spreading so fast that desktop computers, slowing
down, became lethargic, as if a hidden organism
were sapping their strength. The virus, entering
computers deep within the instructions of large
programs, multiplies and invades other software
that is used in the computer.

The virus, AIDS (Active Interface Disabling
System) was introduced into the United States from
Canada. Infected software was left on the comput-
ers in the offices of MacMag, a Canadian computer
magazine. UWhoever copied software from these ma-
chines got the virus. Apple's machines are infec--
ted, as well as those at Aldus, a Seattle software
company .

My first advice -- and this is also the very
first thing you'll hear should you call the AIDS
Hot Line at the CDC (Center for Disabled Comput-
ers) in Atlanta (1-8-AID-BUGS): Don't Panic! You
are in absolutely no personal danger of catching
AIDS through ordimary, everyday contact with your
machine. Go right ahead and use the keyboard as
usual, even resting your fingers and palms on it
when you pause to think while working. The disease
cannot be passed by casual contact between your
skin and your computer's keyboard. Nor is there
any need to avert your eyes from the screen; noth-
ing will jump out at you from it. Go ahead and
handle your mouse, mousepad and joy stick as usu-
al. They pose no threat to you. No present evi-
dence suggests that this virus can be transmitted
to humans. As a precautionary measure, however,
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you may choose to wear surgical gloves and dark
glasses while working that your computer. You will
find the gloves at surgical supply houses; they
will be available soon at your computer supply
store.

Don't hesitate to turn your computer off and
on. Contrary to what you may have heard from unin-
formed, ignorant hackers, it is impossible for you
to catch this virus by turning on your computer.
In other words, by pressing the toggle switch on
your computer, you give it juice. There is no way
that it can give you anything in return. This is
the sort of irrationmal conclusion that is spread
through user groups and bulletin board networks
where idle speculation becomes hard fact as it
passes from one irresponsible person to the next.

So far the virus has been confined to IBM and
Macintosh computers, but it is only a matter of
time, according to CDC official Ms Dos, until the
main frame computers are infected and it becomes a
global epidemic.

It is important to remember that your computer
can pick up the AIDS virus in three ways: first,

from interfacing with other computers; and third,
by introducing infected freeware and shareware in-
to your computer.

A feuw simple precautions are necessary to in-
sure an AIDS-free computer. Software that has been
used by a number of computers is very likely to be
infected with the AIDS virus. This is particularly
true in office situations and on college campuses
where you have a multiple owner source to direct
systemry. Common sense should tell you not to in-
sert a disc into your computer's disc drive when
you have no idea how many other drives have shared
that same disc. You should not insert your comput-
er's external drive, mouse, joy stick, or keyboard
cables into the ports of another computer if you
suspect it of having shared its ports with other
computers, or if it has entered the United States
from Canada or Israel within the last six months.
You just don't know where these accessories have
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love and
olaf stapledon

sam moskowitz

TALKING ACROSS THE WORLDS: The Love Letters of

Olaf Stapledon and Agnes Miller, 1913-1919. Edit-
ed by Robert Crossley. University Press of New
England, Hanover, N.H. 382 pages. $27.95. 1987.

LAST AND FIRST MEN by Olaf Stapledon, with Fore-
word by Gregory Benford and Afterword by Doris
Lessing. Jeremy P. Tarcher, Inc., Los Angeles
(Distributed by St. Martin's Press). 313 pages
paper bound. $10.95. 1988.

STAR MAKER by Olaf Stapledon, with Foreword by
Brian Aldiss. Jeremy P. Tarcher, Inc., Los
Angeles. 272 pages. $8.95. 1987.

Thirty years ago book lovers were convinced that
the issuing of volumes of letters by those in and
out of the literary world was an aspect of pub-
lishing that was peculiar to the 19th century and
infrequent and unpopular in this one. The appear-
ance within recent decades of successful massive
volumes of letters by Ernest Hemingway, F. Scott
Fitzgerald, John Steinbeck, Raymond Chandler,
Jack London and a variety of others indicate that
they can have appeal. In the field of fantasy-
related authors, volumes of letters by Mary Woll-
stonecraft Shelley, M.R. James and H.P. Lovecraft
have appeared, and including a large segment of
letters in my own A. MERRITT: REFLECTIONS IN THE
MOON P3OL was applauded. Nevertheless it still
comes as a pleasant surprise to see a large se-
lection of letters exchanged by 0Olaf Stapledon
with his future wife Agnes Miller surface.

There are approximately 175,000 words of let-
ters in TALKING ACROSS THE WORLD, out of a possi-
ble two million words the "lovers" exchanged dur-
ing the period 13913 to the year they were married
--1919, selected, extracted and edited by Robert
Crossley, Associate Professor of English at the
University of Massachusetts (known to SFRA mem-
bers for his H. G. WELLS: A READER'S GUIDE TO
SCIENCE FICTION [1986] and for his editing of
"The Letters of Olaf Stapledon and H. G. Wells,
1831-1942" [SCIENCE FICTION DIALOGUES, edited by
Gary lWolfe, Academy, Chicago, 1982]).

Crossley, together with Harvey Satty and
Curtis C. Smith, took the time to organize
Stapledon's library and papers for presentation
to the University of Liverpool which exercise
Satty and Smith put to good use to prepare OLAF
STAPLEDON: A BIBLIQGRAPHY (Greenwood Press,
1984), a compilation of remarkable competence.



been. The safest course is to limit your comput-
er's linkups to computers within your family or
company -- and see that these units are faithful
to each other.

Keep your computer away from any freeware that
may be found in public places such as computer
stores or university libraries. Such shareware is
at high risk of infection.

What are the authorities doing to combat this
spreading computer virus? CDC officials are urg-
ing computer owners to invest in vaccine pro-
grams, marketed by several companies. These pro-
grams offer some protiection against the invaders,
but are not foolproof. The COC is also consider-
ing mandatory testing for all new software before
being introduced into clean systems. Experiments
with protective sheaths for disks are also being
conducted, but final results are not expected for
months. CDC spokesmen aren't very enthusiastic
about protective sheaths as a practical solution
to the problem, since they will be expensive and
early reaction of users is that sheaths "just
don't feel right" and interfere with satisfactory
processing and output.

In the meantime, CDC officials urge all com-
puter users to practice safe computing.

---JODIE OFFUTT [May, 1988]
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By 1934, there were many science-fictionists who had
been part-time scholars in the subject for a number
of years and had become experts on the subject. They
were well acquainted not only with stories in the
regular magazines (since 1926) but had researched
into science fiction that appeared in the pulps from
the end of the 19th century, particularly the treas-
ure trove in the Munsey magazines.

They did it out of love, for there was little op-
portunity for egoboo. Some might be members of a
small "science" club founded by science-fictionists;
some were in correspondence with fellow part-time
scholars. But there was no opportunity for large-
scale recognition of their efforts.

Thus it was that SFL member Alvin Earl Perry
wrote to League headquarters suggesting that the SFL
award "degrees" to members who established them-
selves as particularly knowledgeable by passing
tests that would be drawn up by League headguarters.
Other members wrote in suggesting what kind of tests
there would be and how a member might qualify for a
degree.

Headquarters was friendly to the idea, and in the
January 1935 issue of WONDER STORIES, we saw the
following announcement:

SCIENCE FICTION DEGREES

Working upon the original suggestion of Alvin
Earl Perry. an Ace Member of the LBAcUB, we have
prepared a test to be taken by members who wish
eclentifiction degrees. The test follows thia an-
nouncement. Here are the distinctions available for
members of the SCIENCE FICTION LEAGUE.

ACE MEMBER~one who accomplishes placing an
editorial or letter boosting science-fiction in gen_eral.
or the ScieNce FicrtioN Leacue In particular, in a
newspaper, or that does anything else of equal value
to the Lgacur upon the decision of the Secretaries.

. This gives the member permission to call himself
‘an Ace Member in his correapondence with others.
_‘To secure this permission, the applicant must writs
to Headquarters asking for a written statement that
_he i3 considered an Ace Member and may use the
letter as proof that permission has been granted.
_ Members calling themselves Ace Members without
the proper authority will be expelled from the
LeAque

BACHELOR. OF SCIENTIFICTION (B. Stf{.)—
member must pass the test given below with a gr
of at least 70% ;: he must also offer to join some
-local Chapter. If there is not a Chapter in the
. member’s neighborhood, he can apply to start one.
__which also makes him ellgible for the M. Stf. degree.

‘> MASTER OF SCIENTIFICTION (M. S8tf)—
_"member must have a B. Stf., and submit to Head-
P~quarters a theme of not less ‘than 5,000 words based
%'on:-the educational values of sclentifiction and its

S FICTION

—a departme
Scxxxce Fictr
and its promot
item of interce@ioat
eTganisation.
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belp to society and the improvement of civilization.
He also haa the choloe of one of the following: (1)
at least one science-fictlon story published in a news-
stand magazine; (2) an editorial capacity on any
magazine devoted to the furtherence of sclence-fiction
(‘‘fan’’ magazines); (3) be the Director of some
local chapter of the LEAcuB: or (4) be on the
Executive Board of the Lpaoua or an Honorary
Member.

DOCTOR OF SCIENTIFICTION (D, Stf.) —mem-
ber cust have a M. Stf. and hava at lemst five
scl:lence-ﬂctlon stories published in newsstand maga-
zines.

Following is the test that all members must take
before they can secure degrees. Papers must be
typewritten or in legible handwriting or printing
and must contain the question a2a well a8 the answer
to each. All papers submitted after December 21,
1984, will be invalid. This test wlill not be repeated in
future issues. A new test will be printed every six
months for new members. All problems should be
answered from memory and we depend upon the
honesty of members not to do any research or com-
sult other members while taking the teat. Each
test must be done independently. Send all papers
to The Science Fliction Test Judges, c¢c/o The B8cCi-
eNcE FictioN League, 99 Hudson St.. New York
City, N. Y. Members {n foreign countries, not on the
North American Continent, are given untll Jan-
uary 21, 1935, to complete the test. df you are not
a member, but would llke the B. Stf. degree, send youe
application to us with the test. The application for
the B. Stf. degree must be sent with each test also.

That certainly loocked impressive to me, and it
spurred me on to immediate action. I took the test
and sent it along with my application as soon as
possible. (The January issue had appeared on sale
around the first of the month; I was unemployed, so
had ample time to work on the test. I don't remem-
ber now whether a typewriter was handy to me at the
time. If it wasn't, then I did it all in longhand,
writing as neatly as I could.)

Only one thing bothered me. It did seem unfair
that I could not consult my file of the magazines to
check up on my memory; but honor prevailed, and I
sent off my test. Here are the questions.

THE FIRST SCIENCE FICTION TEST

. To be taken by membera of the Scienca Fioriown
LeAGUE who wish to secure the Bachelor of Scien-
tifiction degree. Seventy per cent {s passing.

PART ONE: General Quiz on Sclence Fiction—
25 watmlA % N et £ % evontagitnts. 12V4%
PART TWO : Multiplechoice—25 at 4% . 12149
PART THREE: Completion—25 at %% . 1214,
PART FOUR: True and Falie—25 at %% 1214%
PART FIVE: Essays on Sclence
Flction—2 at 6% ......... o e e 1095
PART SIX: Personal Opiniona—4 at 2349% 10%
PART SEVEN: General . -
Sclence—30 at 1%0.c.ceuivroane S 0000600 LA
1009%
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YT bty D r I v gH M eller ﬁrxt science-ﬁchon
story and swwhere was {t published?
Who wrote *“The Hidden World'' ?
. Wbat author has written the greatest number
of sclience-fiction stories?
4. Who wrote the Dr. Bird serices of stories?
5. Name two authors wko use pen-names, giving the
pseudonyms.
6. Why is Edward Elmer Smith, Ph.D., sometimes
*  designated as ‘‘Skylark” Smith?
7. Name three men, all of whom have been called “the
-- father of science-tiction.’’
8. In what magazine was the series of ““Dr. Hacken-
“-- saw’s Secrets’ first published?
ae 9. Name Hugo Gernsback’s first great science-fiction
g " " novel.
What stories does the date 20,000 A.D. bring to
mind? Clue: the date appoared in the titles of
the stories, one of which was a sequel to the other,
written by two authors in collaboration.
- 11. Name five science-fiction stories containing the
X word “Death’ in the titles.
12. Do the same as the above with the word “Terror."
13. Name the two authors generally considered the
greatest writers of interstellar travel novels.
14. What story by Stanton A. Coblcntz appeared in
the first issue of what magazine?
15. Name five artists who have illustrated
fiction atories.

16. Name thrce popular female authors of
fiction.

19. Name two stories which had the same title and
the author of ecach.

18, What science-fiction magazine was published by
the Experimenter Publishing Co.?

19, What magazine uses for its motto:
in Sclence-Fiction’'? K

20. How has Harry Bates distinguished himself in
the realm of science-fiction?

21. What is Wesso's full name?

22. Is *“*Paul’ the first or last name af the artist?
23. Name the two most active science-fiction fans
in the country.

24. How many quarterly
have appeared?

25. What does the name ‘‘Tumithak’” remind you of ?

science-

science-

“The Best

magazines of science-fiction

PART TWO
Multiplechoice

Taine i6: (1) an author (2) an artist (3) a
character (4) a publisher.

2. Juve's first name is: (1) Dominfk (2) Henrik
(3)Epaminondas (4) Dahl.

““The Erd of Time" (2)

“The Congquerors' (4)

b

3. Dr. Keller wrote: (1)
‘“Skylark Three” (3)
**Airlords of Han.”
4. Ope pseudonym used is: (1) Edmond Hamilton
* (2) Jack Barnette (3) H. G. Wells (4) Anthony
Gilmore.:
6. Stf. is the abbreviation for: (1) science-fiction
(2) scientifiction (3) science (4) scientific
- ' fiction.
St 6. An editor of a science-fiction magazine is: (1)
i R. F. Starz]l (2) Arthur L. Zagat (8) Desmond
Hall (4) Lumen Winter.
7. An author who writes mostly of Central and
South American Indians is: (1) A. Hyatt Verrill
(2) L. Taylor Hansen (3) Raymond A: Palmer
(4) Nethan Schachner.

. An active fan in San Francisco Is:
row (2) Mortimer Weisinger (3)
Ackermsen (4) Milton A. Rothman.
The author often denoted as ‘“World-Saver™” is:
" (1) John Russell Fearn (2) Edmond Hamilton

(8) 1iﬂi]eﬂ J. Breuer, M.D. (4) Jobn Beynon

Forrest J.

Erisc . Temple Bell writes under the name of:
(1) Epaminondas T. Snooks, D.T.G. (2) Anthony
Pelcher (3) Marius (4) John Taine.

*What I Have Done to Spread Science Fiction"
-was: (1) an article (2) a contest (38) an editorial
T-“(4) a speech.

2,- Charles de Richter {s-a:
oo (3) Ruseian (4) French,

(1) German (2) Irish
science-fiction author.

(1) Jack Dar- '

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

SO

10.

12.
13-

14.
16.

16.
I

18.

19.

20.
21.

22.
23.
24.
25.

. Moat o{ the formzn

‘Fletcher Pratt .

. The phrase *

. The

. ““Through the Veil”

il@%m i

LA gl g S

nO\cIs prmtcd in American
scfence-fiction magazines are translated by:, (1)
(2)° Paul Frnst (3) Oifrid von
Hanstein (4) Edgar Ailan Poe.

. A science-fiction magarine publishing only eleven

issues dealt particulariv  with:

1) bioclog
the air (3) the sca (4) mse\ta( X Yl
‘even edges’' appears mostly in: (1)
the blurbs for the stovies (2) the editorials (3)
the readers' departments (4) the sclence questions.
The title of the Brst famous science-fiction story
is: (1) “Ralph 124c 41 plus"” (2) “Skylark of
Space’” (3) “The RMoon Pool” (4) “Franken-

stein."”
In "The Blue Barbarmns' by Stanton A. Cob-
lentz, '‘gulgul,”” the mecdivm of exchange among
the Venumans, was: (1) sea-shells (2) a peculiar
root (3) green glass (4) u small coin.
A planet named Aryl, closer to the sun than
Mercury, was the locale of a story by: (1) Ray-
mond Knight (2) R. F. Starz] (3) Lilith Lor-
raine (4) Jules Verne.
The above-mentioned story was in the following
series: (1) Hawk Carse (2) Detective Taine
(3) I. F. P. (4) Lem Gulliver.
‘“The Man Who Could Vanish’” was written by:
(1) H. G. Wells (2) A. Hyatt Verrill (3) Edmond
Hamfilton (4) Edwin Ralmer.
The word ‘'scientifiction’” was coined by: 1)
Conrad Il. Ruppert (2) I.. A. Eshbach (3) Hi]ton
Kaletsky (4) Hugo Gernsback.
Morrison Colladay wrole two stories about: (1)
giant caterpillars (2) a cosmic gun (3) the
planet Mnars (4) the end of the world.
The science in science-fiction should be: (1)
dominant (2) technical (3) subordinate (4) prac-
tically absent.
Pcople who read science-fiction must bhave: (1)
a Jot of money (2) commecn scnse (3) imagination
(4) a scientific education.

author whose first story was ‘“‘The Metal
Man™ is: (1) Jack Willinmson (2) Edmond
Hamnilton (3) A. Merritt (4) Murray Leinster.

PART THREE
Completion

“The Moon Pool” by A. Merritt was first printed
mn

. Winger is the middle name of ——.
. The scene on

the cover of a January, 1929,
science-fiction magazine, showing the deatmction
of New York City, was taken from the story —.
Inca-land revalted in by Wood Peters.

. D.T.G. appears at the end of the autbor's name —.
. The character

in Dr. Keller's stories de-
clares constantly that smoking destroys the enamel

of the tecth.
by Leslie F. Stone was a

story about

. An author whose best novels have been sstirical

13 .
. B. Lue

Pencill, appeared in two
burlesques by

was a story about Atlantis.

an editor,

. Giant termites appeared in tbe story —,

The Space-Guard stories were written by «—m.
I.em Gulliver was the leading character {n —
published stories.

““The Ark of the Covenant'
Magazine. -
The story. . appearcd in fantastic magazines
at least three times.

Colonel Marsh was created in the stories of o~
A fen in Hungary who makes scienece-Betion

mOVltS 18
bi[orey draws illustrations steadily for Maga-
ne
illustrated ‘“The Man With X-Ray Eyes™
by Edmond Hamilton.
Knute Savory was the hero in a novel by —.
A science-fiction magazine which publisbhed only -
two numbers was
by Jules Verne appeared in the first iuoe-
of the first science-fiction magazine.
without a

The only science-fiction mnglzino
monthly scientific editoria) is

was reprinted iln

“‘Suggestions to Authors’” have been prepa.md !or .

Magazine.
novels co

the aspiring authors of
Ray Cummings’ best
to .




13,
14
15.
16.
1.
18.
19.
20.

21
22.

23.
24.
25.

NOTE: All answers in

leas
1.
2.

3.
4.

. Time-travel is

. "“The Man from Tomorrow"’

_“PART FOUR ~ .
" True and False:

Al the sclence-fiction magazines are edited in

New York City.

. Leslie F. Stone i3 a woman.

Anthony Gilmore wrote the D.. Bird stories.

A. Merritt composed ‘“The Blind Spot.”
Astonishing B8torles printed seven issues. :
Fletcher Pratt has never written a story without
collaboration.

Nathan Schachner wrote “The Man Who Awoke’’
stories.

Very few stories have appeared in which wmad
scientists have conquered the world.

no longer being used as a theme
for ecience-fiction stories. v

. Pluto is the only planet which as not been used

for the locale of a atory.

by Stanton A. Cob-
lentz was a satirical serial. :
“Deluge’” was wrlitten by Garrett P. Servias.
Clark Ashton Smith has not written a story In
two years.

Arthur Leo Zagat once collaborated with Nathan
Schachner.

‘‘Manape the Mighty” was written by Murray
Leinster, ! > ;
The same authors write for all the science-fiction
magazines.

Science-fiction storlcs appcar in other magazines
besides those decvoted to it. .
‘““When Worlds Collide’” was written by Bdwin
Balmer and William MacHarg.

Washington {3 the only large city in the country
that has not been destroyed in science-fiction
stories.

“Dracula’ is an old science-fiction novel.

Ellis Parker Butler has written science-fiction.
Some of H. G. Wells’ best movels were recently
reprinted in book form.

Nearly one-quarter of the people in the country
are rabid science-fiction fana. .

At one time there were six science-fictiot maga-
zines on the newsstand.

Only one s8cience-fiction annual magazine has
been published so far.
PART FIVE

Essays on Science Fiction

. In at least 260 worda, tell why you read sclenco-

fiction.

Give the plot of your favorite science-fiction story
in no less than 250 words.

PART SIX
Personal Opinions
this part must contain at

t 100 words each.
Who is your favorite science-fiction author and
why? K
What I3 your favorite science-fiction story and
why? . .
What is your (favorite soience-fiction magazine
and why? o
Do you think science-fiction has a promising
future?

PART SEVEN

General Sciense
How many planets are in the solar aystem?

What is the approximate speed of light?

Is the surface of Venus mountainous?

V}T}mt world does the word ‘‘crater’” remind you
of 7

. Whose theory explaing the curved universe?

What s Lorentz-Fitzgcrald associated with?
Name three insccts with good social systems.
Why could men not llve on. the moon?

Which is the '‘red planet’*? ;
Which is the largest planet in the solar system?
What elements arc radio-active?

How many elements are there in existence?
Which planet is the last discovered?

What are the asteroids?

. What does evolution teach?

Are thé orbits of the planets perfect circles?
Are ‘‘termite’” and ‘“‘ant’’ synonymous terms?7

. Where is the north mngnetic pole?

19. What speced is necessary for a rocket to leave the

% gravitational field of the earth?

© 20. What is the air-pressure at sea-level?
21. Has the atom ever been aplt?...7*: i " i
22. What: {8 .heavy water? '~ - = o 0L
23. Roughly, what is the dlameter of the earth?
24.- What are sun-spots? R i
25. How many moons ‘has Venus? B
26. What is the nearest planet to the sun? . -~ )
27. What is an amoeba? ’
28. About what is the distance from the earth’ to '

the sun? 5 LAeE

29. What keeps dirigibles in the air?
30. With what science i3 Sir

a830-

Jarmes Je
ciated ? v
Don't forget to include your "Application foc
B. Stf. Degree’’ coupon with your anriw\'er to the

test. Coupon in this department.

Note question 16 in part one: "Name three popular
female authors of science fiction." At the end of
1934, Stanley G. Weinbaum was already a popular au-
thor, although only two of his stories had been pub-
lished. Therefore, we'll consider as "popular" any
female author who had had two or more well-received
stories in the science-fiction magazines.

There are four female authors who gualify: Leslie
F. Stone (11); Clare Winger Harris (9) --one of them
in collaboration with Dr. Miles J. Breuer; Sophie
Wenzel Ellis (3); and Amelia Reynolds Long (2 -- 3
if we count the Gernsback Science Fiction Series).

We had also seen one-time appearances from M. F.
Rupert, Hazel Heald, and C. L. Moore (who already
had a high reputation in WEIRD TALES); and Pansy
Black also had an appearance in the Science Fiction
series.

All but two of the eight had appeared in Gerns-
back publications; so much for the canard that Hugo
Gernsback was a sexist who believed that women were
incapable of writing science fiction.

Note question 8 in part four (true or false):
"Very few stories have appeared in which mad scien-
tists have conquered the world." That struck me as
ambiguous. There were many stories dealing with mad
scientists' attempts to conquer (or destroy) the
world, but very few wherein they succeeded. I don't
remember now how I answered that question.

And I must confess that I couldn't answer all the
questions in part seven now, without looking them
up. I doubt that I did very well on that section.

At any rate, I sent in my answers and applica-
tions in ample time, then sat back to await the ver-
dict as to whether or not I would be dubbed "Bache-
lor of Scientifiction"”.

Alas, I didn't have to wait long. At the end of
January, out came the February issue of WONDER STO-
RIES, with the following paragraph on the first page
of the SFL department:

We have decided that those who have success-
fully passed the First Science Fiction Test, pub-
lished in our last issue will be designated First
Class Members, instead of Bachelors of Scientific-
tion. In place of Masters of Scientifiction, we
shall have Ace Members. There will be no Doctor of
Scientifiction degree. Those who have answered our
questionnaire unsuccessfully will be added to our
list of Active Members for their efforts. This or-
ganization will award no degrees.

What a disappointment! I wonder if I would have gone
to the labor of taking the first test if I'd been
able to see an advance copy of the February issue
before I did so. I wonder how many others were as
disappointed as I was. At any rate, I made no fur-
ther efforts to win "non-degrees" in scientifiction.
Nonetheless there was a bit of pleasure in seeing
how I made out.
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Neither Hugo Gernsback nor anyone else ever ex-

plained why the decision to cancel the degrees was
made.

In the April, May, and June 1935 issues, WONDER

STORIES presented the results of the test. The fol-
lowing appeared in the April issue:

FIRST TEST RESULTS

Following is a list of the members of the ScimnTa
FICTION LEAGUE who took our First Sclence Fiction
Test, published in our January, 1935. imue, and
passed, with the marks they recelved. The list is
chronological, according to the dates that. tests were
received by Headquarters. The forty-one names in
the list were awarded First Class Membership, Forty-
four tests were reccived, three of which were marksd
less than 70%, the passing grade. Those that falled.
the test will not be mentioned in these columna,,
although they have becn awarded Active Membershin
for their efforts. The First Class Members are
(member number follows pame) :

David A. Kyle (359) ........... ke SR Ric YL A
Morrial Millers@2aid) . 3. S P82 T e o b ceer. 19%.
G. L. Bedford (160) .............. ek el 20809%
Milton A. Rothman (34) .......... ahogatessin-osioiotel 1960
Julius Schwartz (44) ...... thceeiieiiersssinee 369
Robert H. Anglin (538) ......... teeesecasnsess Tl
Robert W, Lowndes (630) ........ co¥ecerasess %
Philip W. Faden (486) ....... cecceninieeense B
Vernon II. Jones (364) ...... aar . 0%
Forrest J. Ackerman (Hon. 1) ......ecceenu.. 9%
Lewis F. Torrance (165) ....... o ele slofeiniefete o aanen D10
A. L. Selikowitz (53) .......... Ceadiereserees SGH
L. M. Jensen ¢640) ................00.. oL el Y, BI&
Harold W. Kirshenblit (642) ........ ook TR o BY

Clarence J. Wilhelm (641) ...... — ceiee. 999%,
Dwight Edwards (131) ........ Renmenety vereiss 30%
Stuart Ayers (60) ............. it cetave. 88%
Arthur L. Widner, Jr. (479) i vieiverneneee, T8F
Lionel Dilbeck (447) ............c.... et 929%
Thos. S. Gardner (357) ........ A T i o N 909G
Anchi Jig IGnzely (IP361) S5ice oo sbicarn s A e 829
Hilton R. Bowman (652) ........ - 969
Arthur B. Gnaedingcer (59%) By 8396
William H. Dellenbacl (3) 91%
Raymond A. Palmer (533) 88,
DalyFfCleepltC 60y ORI, ek . B 84%
John S. Shounder (115) .........c.ivenn .. 5%
Harry Boosel (10) ............ccveuen. veesiees 6%
Donald A. Wollheim (24) ... ...t iiiiiennnnns 939%
D. R. Welch (434) ......... . ... cu.. o o oo M9
George Gordon Clark (1) ............... chee.. DB
Philip Silverman (312) ............. P - 1.£- 73
P FH s Gineen #M1I96DEES . ST STn. TET. s oe « T8 s e 0T a0 T8%
Robert Reddy (310) .............. e #55e s ok ooy B8T
Richard G. Kerlin (402) ......vvvevcenienanss 4%
Alvin Earl Perry (26S) ....... vnsie sTFenye: siofataiare +ar BT
P. H. Thomson (57d) ......ciiiiiirecenncsees H%
Joseph Hatch (71) ........ 2 Pkl oo, D11 %0
Paul Freehafer (294) ..... R e creke e ere ok 3%
Kenneth Sterling (4) .. .iioveien.. e O veee.. B9

William Frankel (331) ...c.. i iiiieiriiivininnes 93%

You will notice that Forrest J. Ackerman, Lewis
F. Torrance., and William H. Dellenback tied for the
highest score, 97¢%., while runners-up include Milton
A. Rothman, Julius Schwartz, Clarence J. Wilelm,
Hilton R. Bowman, Harry Boosel, and Philip Silver-
man, with the next highest mark, 96%. A similar
teat to this will be published in every January and
July i{ssue of WoNDER STORIES to enable new membaers,
those who failed earlier tests, and others who did
not enter previously. to earn their First Clang Mem-
berships. All thoae whose names appear in the ebove
list can become Ace Members, the highest honor a
member can attain, by writing to Headquarters for
details or referring to the information in our January,
1936 {ssue.

We have tabulated the personal opinions that the
tmt-:n.ken were required to give in Part Sim of the
test, and find the results as follows: :

Of the forty-foar entries, one omit:h'd.?-'l’l:r't“ Siz..

completaly. Dr. David H. Keller' wins the bounars as

" favorite "nuthor with twelve votes. A. Merritt ia the
runner-up with nine, John W. Campbell, Jr. received
seven, and Stanton A. Coblentz, two. The following

anthors wers awarded one vote each: Otfrid von
Hanstein, Fando Binder, Nathan Schachner, Clark
Ashton Smith, E. E. Saith, Ph.D., P. Schuyler Miller.
Edgar Rice Burroughs, H. G. Wells, Joho Talne, and
Jack Willlamson. Three members have no favorite.

“The Moon Pool” wins as the favorite sclence-fic-
tion story of our First Class Members with seven
votes, E. E. Smith's “'Skylatk’ tales and ‘‘Exile of
the Skies' tied with four, while “The Human Ter-
mites,”” “The Sccond Deluge.” and ““The Final War"
tied with two votes each. Other favorite stories. each
receiving one vote, were: '“The Alien Intelligence.”
““The Wreck of’ the Asteroid.” ‘Exiles of Space.”
‘“Invaders from the Infinite,” “Dr. Lu Mie.”” ‘““The
Man Who Awoke,"d "After Worlds Collide.” *The
Man from Tomorroy,” ‘““I'te Face in the Abyss,”
‘“Rebirth,” “Torrano the Congueror.” '‘“Cosmos.’”” “‘The
Time Machine,” “The Sunken World,” “The Moon
Tonquerors,” and “‘The Voynze of the Asteroid.”
Four members have no favorites and two mave a
description of their favorite type of story, instead of
naming any particular one. A. Merritt, while giving
way to Keller as favorite author, win: the hounors
.as_the author of the favorite story.

In the third question of Part Six, we a:ked the
test-takers to tell us their honest choize as their
favorite science-fiction magazine. The results show
‘that twenty-four like WoNDRR SToR!R3 the beat. while
all- three other magazines together total eighteen
votes. One member has no favorite.

A huge majority, forty, really helieve that science-
fiction has n very promising future. two doubt that
it will, and one thinks that it is questionable. Many
of those who voted ‘‘yes” claimed that their answer
would be ‘“no,”” were it not for ths Sciexce FictioN
Leacus, which is awakening the couniry to the
-existence and value of acience-fiction.

After  the tests were graded, sh:zels were sent to
each one who took the test, individualiy listing the
<correct answers to those questions missed by the
particular member, so that each could know where he
wag in ecrror. This we have found more advisable
‘than giving all the correct answers in these columns.
The latter procedure would not only tuke up a lot
©of valuable space in the magazine, but would provide
a great amount of diversiied information which
would not be (air to those who take ““ture testy—
it would make it too easy for them.

However, we will give a summary herec of results
on the outstanding questions:

There were many ‘‘catch” questions in the teat,
-such as the true-and-false statement thut Aatonishing
Stories printed seven issues. There husz never been a
magazine by that name, although many members
answered ‘"True” to that question. There were many
others throughout the test.

Only one answered that “Paul” was the nrtist's
first name, while all the others remembered that he
<13 Frank R. Paul. In answer to “Who are the two
most active fans In the country,” Forrest .J. Acker-
man answered ‘““Remember our modesty " We marked
it correct. We nllowed for either ‘thirty-six'" or
“two’’ as the correct answer to the number of quar-
terly magazines of sclence-fiction 'published. There
were 36 issues pub!ished, and two brands, or threa,
{f a differentiation is made between SCIBNCE WONDERR
QUARTSRLY and” WONDFR STORIPS QUARTERLY. Only
‘three numbers of the former were published.

In number one of .Part Two, Taine could be
marked either as an author or a character or both.
We allowed that the ecience in science-fiction could
be either dominant or subordinate. as it s all a
matter of opinion, but marked the answer incorrect
if It stated either technical or practically absent.
Any of three answers were accepted for ‘‘Inca-land
revolted in ...... by Wood Peters.”” the namec of
the story. the issue of the magazine In which it
appeared, or the year in which the fictional revolt
took: place.

Many questions in the completion part were op-

.. tional, and others throughout the test. Several read-

ers,-in the True-and-False section, stated that it
was false that many stories have appeared in which
.3, mad scientists had conquered the world. This was
‘-marked incorrect, even though many explained that
cr'the:scientlats were usually stopped before they had
¢* ROne--too - far—for, though we realize thia is true.
;o there-have still been many stories in which the sci-
4:entlsts had succeeded in their efforts. Arthur Leo
i Zagat,it ~was stated in another of this group. once

T A

.collaborated with Nathan Schachner. This question
was poorly “worded. It should have read, at one time
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insiead of once., becaute some misunderstood ‘it to -
mean on only one story. e -

All of the cssay and opiolon questiona were glven”
full ecredit unless they were either ownitted entirely
or ocoantained much lesa than the required wocdgke..
In one other case, credit was marked off.” Though 'the
particular member had enough words, he broke off
in the middle of a plot-outline because “of lack of
time.” Thoae readers who had no favorite atory
outlined. in question two of Part Five, the plot of
a story that they liked very much—except one.

In the scientific questions, ‘‘crater’” could be put
down as reminding the member of cither the moon
or a volcano—both were correct. In the radloactive
elements, any number could be mentioned. but radium
and uranium were required, and we were very lenient
in marking the answer to the location of the North
Magnetic Pole. but were we surprised when one
person stated that Venus had nine moons!

In our next two issues we will print a few of the
best essays submitted in the results of this test.
Many are of real vuiue snd will be appreciated by
other members.

Of the 41 applicants, who passed the first test, six
were already known beyond their neighborhoods, four
of them as published authors: Thaomas S. Gardner,
Donald A. Wollheim, Raymond A. Palmer, and Kenneth
Sterling; all had appeared in WONDER STORIES.
Julius Schwartz and Forrest J Ackerman were well
known for their connections with the leading fan
magazine of the day: FANTASY MAGAZINE; and Schuwartz
was an author's agent. He sold stories by Weinbaum
to F. Orlin Tremaine, editor of ASTOUNDING STORIES.

Four more became well known as fans or fanzine

ublishers: David H. Kyle, Milton A. Rothman, Paul

reehafer, and I; and of the four only Freehafer did
not become known in the professional science-fiction
world. (Perhaps he might have had he lived longer.)

That makes nearly 25% of the first-test takers --
not a bad show at all.

By the time the April WONDER STORIES arrived, I
had overcome my bitternmess about not having the de-
gree I had earned, and was fascinated to see my work
among the excerpts on the first test, which you will
see below, from the May issue.

D P

F%+THR SCIENCE FICTION TEST

Lo

oy -_o;;‘é;t J. Ackerman, an Executive Director of
“the IsAgur, has submitted to us thirty items sug-

arc great. Science-fiction has the ability to grasp me
and to whirl me up—up—up into the realms that
dorninate the cosmos. A fiction that gives fact, food
for thought, and yet contains exciting adventure, is
indeed a marvelous fiction. It is a fiction that is in-
telligent and that educates, not toward the bad or
imrooral things, but for the future advancement of
the people of the world. Why do I read science-fiction?
Alh! Feeble are the words to expreess such a great
subject !"

Julius Schwartz, famous sclence-fiction fan, gives
his reasons why David H. Keller, M. D. {s his favorite
avthor, in the first section of Part Six:

“David H. Kellar, M. D.. is my favorite sclence-
fiction author. It {8 true that Dr. Keller waa my
favorite autbor even before I had the pleasure of
meeting him, but after meeting and talking with
bim, 1 find that I have lcarned to appreciate him
even more. Dr. Keller writes of common ordinary
things, that are close to the heart of every living
being—babies, improvements for bridge tables, nag-
ging wives, etc. And with the soul of the true
psychologist, he offers- his solution and explanation,
a zolution that one can't help but feel is the logical
one. Dr. Keller may not have the largest vocabulary
in the world, but he writes simply and beautifully.
His stories contsin a great deal of human interest.

-You ‘live’ his stories.'

The favorite science-fiction satory of Robert W.
Lowndes, as shown by his answer to the second
asedtion of Part Six, {s “The Human Termites,” by
David H. Keller, M. D., and here's why:

““Since 1930, 1 have had the good fortune to read
many fine pileces of ascientific fiction, but none has
ever displaced "The Human Termites' in my affec-
tion. It gives such an interesting Insight into the life
of the termites, and the many similarities between
them and us. Sometimes 1 cannot help but think
that Dr. Keller hit upon the truth in his comparison
between the termites and humans. Certainly, the ides
of a central intelligence would clear up many un-
selved problems. Nor does it contradict any known
facts. 'The Human Termites' provided me not only
with food for thought, information which 1 would

more or less unlikely to meet elsewhere, but
provided me with much entertainment as well"

WONDER STORIES {s the favorite science-fiction mag-
axine of Jack Schaller, Director of the ERIE Sciexce
FictioN Lracue, as shown in his answer to section
three of Part Six:

“Wonoex Stomuzs Is my favorite magaiine malinly
because it gives me more enjoyment per story than

gested for use in the Second Science Fiction Test to
be publisbed in our July [ssume. Several of these ques-
tions will be used In compiling the test, and we want
to thank Mr. Ackerman for his co-operation.

“In January  we received a completed test from
Member 1738, Maurice K. Hanson of Leicestershire,
England, which merited a grade of 89C.. He is now
g First Class Member. Because of the delay in ship-
ping magazines to other countries, we have allowed
an extra month for our foreign readers to complete
thie test. Mr. Hanson's favorites are: Author: Nathan
Schachner—Story: ‘“The Man Who Awoke'—Maga-
zine: \Wonper Storims. He believes that scicnce-fic-
tion has a very promising future.

On the First Science Fiction Test, David A. Kyle's
arywer to the first section of Part Five, “Why Do
You Recd Science Fiction?”, reads as follows:

‘“The common .people of the world have been noted
for their obsolete views concerning the advance-
ment of ecience; despite persuasion, they will not
swellow anything that is beyond their infinitesimal
‘brains. But aclence-fiction changes that—the sheer
power of magnificence that will leave the reader
vainky wondering what he is on this wee tiny Earth.
The force of science-fiction can never be equaled by
any other type of story. When 1 finish a science-fic-
tion yarn, [ feel overwhelmed with thoughta that
surge in my brain. Can {t ever be true? Will asuch
things ever come to pass?! The glorious heights that
the reader scars to make one realize why there are
.8uch active fans. Science-fiction makes one think—
to pooder on the whole universe. Is it a wonder that
tcience-fiction is an opiate?—to feel that exuberant
thrill course through your body: to feel your sensea
rice and your pulse beat stronger. Ah, deep is the
love . .. . Science is stupendous. The huge thoughts
tbat we minute humans try to understand, to analyxe

any other magazine. But bealdes the enjoyment.part;q
I get more for the investment I make.” The stories]
are longer, thereby- giving me Jonger hours of ‘en~
tertainment. And besides the longer stories, the ‘mags-!
zine i3 {llustrated by the famous Paul, which’ would?
bc a boast for any magazine. Then again, it is. the '
magazine that contains the ScteNcm FICTION. LBAGUN"
as a department, and that alone is worth giving up

the stortes for. All in all, a better magazine canno

be found on the market.” .

Finally, we give you hére what we consider the
best answer received for-the fourth section of Part
Six, written by Raymond A. Palmer, concerning the
future of science-fiction:

““Not only do I think science-fiction has a promis-
ing future, but I think it is the fiction of the future.
Western stories were unknown before the days eof
the west, naturally, and air stories did not come untfl
the airplane was jnvented, but contrary to what
has happened in the field of literature to date, science-
fiction comes ahcad of what it concerns. Therefore,
1 say, it has a start that no other fiction ever had,
and is bound ta eclipse the success of any other
type. The pcople of the future will be more con-
cerned with the future than with entertainment,
and will couple both.”

We intend to print a few more of these essays in
our next Issue.

That brief comment on "The Human Termites" was my
first attempt at writing about science fiction,
aside from letters to the readers' departments. It
gave me confidence to see if I could contribute to
any of the fan magazines. Now for the final ex-
cerpts, as they appeared in the June issue.
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THE SCIENCE FICTION TEST

We give you here five more essays taken from the
answer8 to the Firat Science Fiction Test which was
offered in our number for last January. We presented
five In the last lssue from the papera of David A. Kyle,
Juilius Schwartz, Robert W. wndea, Jack Schaller,
and Raymaond A. Palmer, and in the next issue you
will ind the Second Science Fiction Test for other
members who would like to be awarded thelr First
Class Membership.

Part Five, Section One, ("“Why I Read Sclence
Fiction”) by Morris Miller:

“The romantic and fascinating have always ap-
pealed to me. Even years before I was introduced to
science-fiction by one already well versed in it, per
baps five years ago, I used to gather a hand[u.rof
interested boye on the block after supper time, and
after we would consort ourselves sormewhere, either
in & poorly lit hall, or on the curb next to a very
famillar pole, or in some secluded nook, I would half-
whisper almost uninterruptedly an imaginative tale
which kept them intensely engrossed throughout, and
which produced at least one ghoulish nightmare in
the boys. First I had them select the type of atory
they would Ifke to hear, such as a ghost story, or
a acfentific adventure, or a murder m stery, and
then, without having had any forethought of what
to relate, wove the plot as I went along. And usually
the boys wounld stand up at the end of the story,
stretch their young limbs and say that it was ‘even
better than the others.’

“Beience, most of it, {a fascinating, especially
astronomy; combined with romantic adventures far-
raeaching in scope, what more can a soul crave?

“Little of the sclence of the first storles I read did
I onderstand, but with my two-fold craving, sclence
and romance, I found science-fiction a moat highly
valued source of knowledge and entertainment.

“Again there Ia variety. How much of it I crave
God above knows! And as for a soirce of
variety In fiction, science-fiction holds the title with-

s out the shadow of a doubt!”

Part 8ix, Section Omne, (‘My Favorite Sclence Fic-

: favorite science-fiction author is without a
doubt Clark Ashton Smith. Although of late he has .
been writing weird stories anm!t;,ct that be has
writlen more weird stories than he sclence-fletion
does not deter me from saying that 'be ls one of the ™
best  science-fiction. authors -3w ‘today, s He' told  nee j;

£ 4

that he liked: to..write:-welrd . stories bettsr,' so. ¥you
can eee that [f he ever devoted his en enaryry %o
the writing of ‘sclence-fiction stories he would be Zazr:
ahead of the so—called leaders of science-fictlon today,
Clark Ashton Smith has a-wonderful vocadnlary amd:
knows how to use it. It is always worth the price of :
t.helmazazlne to read one of his rich “fascinating?
stories."” e e Gl
Part Six, Section Two, (‘‘My Favorits Seclence !‘ia-’g
tion Story'’) by Milton A. Rothman: . &
"My favorite story is ‘Invaders from the Infinite.’
mostly because of the same readons that cause Joha'
W. Campbell, Jr. to be my favorite -author.
sclence s logically thought out, ta{)
{s included, the style is brilllant, nothing & eon-
sidered impaoasjble to the characters, and best of all,
the story fiaunts none of the scientific theories which
are considered to be true today. What other story has
such novel and powerful methods of propulsion, such
titanic weapons, such boundless floods and control of
energy? There are none, of course, and that is what
makes 'Invaders from the Infinite’ my favorite sienoe-

fictlon story.” b

Part Six, Sectlon Three, (“My Favorite Belence
Fiction Magatine'’) by Robert H. Anglin:

“Every month I buy "all three® of the science-
fiction magazines. I read everything, from the edi-
torials to the readers’ departmenta.

“] am a practical person, and all my money s
hard-earned. I know the value of my money and bow
much 1 get from each of the sclence-fiotlon maga~
tines 1 buy. If 1 had only the price of one selence-
fiction magazine each month, I would pick WoxNoem
Stortes,

--Ww’

“In the first place, only the bast stories by the
best science-fiction authors are printed. This s eaally
seen by watching the namee and comparing the
storles.

B8 - L7

“The editorial staff {s a guarantee that we will
have accurate sclence. Sclence in sclence-fiction should
be subordinate, but it should be accurate. We ret
accurate science in WoNDER STORIES.

‘‘Laat, we, the readers, are given a far groater
chance of expression than in any other magasine.
WONDKR. SToRIPS has taken the initiative and has
given us the ScmNCcE FICTION Lmacus which I be-
lieve ls destined to become a power in the realm
of sclence-fiction.

‘““What other magazine gives ug that much for our

money I°’
Part Six, Bection Four, (“The Future of Sclenee

Fictlon™) by Philip W. Faden:

‘“Sclence-fiction has a very promising future. Most
of its readers are er to spread the news of fts
unusual storiea. The t thing of sclence-fiction s
that it gives science in an easy form for everyone te
get. More people will want to know about naw things
discovered in science and the younger genera
especially. In science-fiction they will ind science amd
fts newest discoveries in-an easy way. In the small
part of Boston where I live, I have been surprised
at the number of people who either had read science-
fiction once or were reading it now. I can nee a dril-
llant future ahead for science-fistion.”

Dear me! Neither Milt Rothman nor Charlie Hornig, or
even the great Hugo himself, noted how funny one
clause in one of Milt's sentences is: "...and best
of all, the story flaunts none of the scientific
theories which are considered to be true today."
Rothman meant "flouts", of course.

You could easily assume from the comments by
Morris Miller, G. L. Bedford, Jr., Robert H. Anglin,
and Philip W. Faden that all were more-or-less
known fans. Well, Miller's letters had appeared in
"The Reader Speaks", and I might have seen a letter
from one of the other three--or later,if not before
--but they all dropped out of sight, not long after.

The second science fiction test appeared in the July
1833 issue of WONDER STORIES. We see in the first
paragraph on the page where the test starts that SFL
enrollment "... is nearing one thousand members in
all parts of the world. There are eighteen organized
chapters with dozens of others in the making. ..."
Some of the questions in the second test are es-
sentially repeats of first-test questions, worded
somewhat differently. The introduction to the test,
outlining the rules, is the same as before, as is
the preliminary breakdown of the parts. We shall not
repeat them here, but go directly to the questions.

PART ONE
General Quiz on Science Fiction

1. Who I3 known as the “cover-copper"?

2. ““Armageddon—2419 A.D." introduced what char-
acter, now famous?

8. Who wrote the “Posi and Nega' series of stories?

4. On what famous novel did Lec Iliawkins Garby
collaborate?

6. “Island of Lost Souls” was the scientifilm title
for what story by H. C. Wells?

6. Namec three science-fiction cartoons now appearing
in newspapers.

7. What was the title of Jack Williamson's first
published scicnce-fiction story?

8. Is imagination necessary for a person to enjoy

science-fiction?

9. Why shouldn’t the science in science-fiction be
very technical?

10. Name two storles by Morrison Colladay about a
cosmic gun.

11. Who coined the word ‘‘acientifiction’?

12. Who wrote slories about the Interplanetary Flying
Police?

13. “The Blue Barbarians”
famous master of satire?

14. What well-known scicnce-fiction story was writ-
ten by Mary Shelley?

15. Name three things science-fiction fans are clamor-
ing for. .

18. During what years was Air Wonder Stories pub-
lished ?

17. What are the alms of the Science Fiction League?

was written by what

18
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18.
19.

20.
22045
22.
23.

24.

1.

£

When was the above-mentioned sociely organized?
Who does a lot of science-fiction translating from
the German and French? '

What natlonality is Charles de Richter?

What is John Taine's real name?

What continent ia the locale of most of A: Hyatt
Verrill'a storiea?

What is the correct method of abbreviating the
word “sclentifiction"?

Who wrote ‘“The Conquerors,'” a favorite novel of
five years ago?

In ;vhoae work i3 Detective Taine a famous fig-
ure

PART TWO
Multiplechoice

John Carter {s: (1) author (2) character (3) fan
(4) artist.

;':'.3._“'7&etropoli:" was a scientifilm about: (1) Atlantls
‘Tent:(2) the stratosphere (3) the future (4) the moon.

¥ 8."Barsoom s the name for Mars used by: (1) Hugo'

z&?‘.ﬁ) sback c.(z) ’Otis” Adelbert-Kline“ (8) Carl H.%- -
‘s&ii?‘.?.‘;ﬁ‘.‘d?;}‘?.sﬂdu: *Rice Burroughs;soss 5o ssserome

4.

o

10.

11.

12.

13.
.

22.

23.

24.
25.

. The “Tumithak"
Schuyelr Miller (2) Charles R. Tanner (3) George .

. The first quarterly magazine appeared in: (1)

. An

. The Dr

. Edmond Hamilton wrote:

o AT TR T

Bob Olsen is noted for his: (1) epace storles (2)
treatment of the fourth dimenslon -(3) theoties
on time-travelling (4) Norwegian atmosphere. .

. Northweat Smith is an Interplanetary Out.\(nzv)v én

(1) Ralph Milne Farley C.
Leslie F. Stone (4) Otto Willi

the atories of:
I.. Moore (3)
Gail. g
atories were written by: (1) P.

Bernard Shaw (4) H. G. Wells.

1927 (2) 1928 (3) 19829 (4) 1330.

The first Chapter of the Science Fiction League
15 located in: (1) Chicago (2) Boston (3) Brook-
lyn (4) New Orleans. .
artist no longer {llustrating science-fiction
stories is: (1) H. W. Wesso (2) Frank R. Paul
(3) Leo Morey (4) Lumen Winter.

The Clayton corporation used to publish: (1)
Wonder B8torles (2) Astounding Stories (3)
Amazing Stories (4) Miracle, Science and Fantasy
Stories.

The *Skylark’ novels were about: (1) time-
travel (2) giant termites (3) space-flying (4)

the next war.

A popular female author of science-fiction fis:
(1) H. G. Winter (2) D. D. Sharp (3) A. L.
Burkholder (4) L. F. Stone.

Stanton A. Coblentz is noted for his: (1) satire
(2) burlesque (3) mysteries (4) short-shorts.
Hugo Gernsback's first great science-fiction novel
was: (1) The Conquerors (2) Ralph 124c-41 plus
(3) Baron Munchhausen ({) Frankenstein.

. Dr. Hackensaw's Secrets appeared in: (1) Science

and Invention (2) Practical Electrics (3) Elec-

trical Experimenter (4) Modern Electrics.

. One author who uses a pen-name is: (1) A. Mer-

ritt (2) Erle Temple Bell (3) Arthur J. Burks
(4) Laurence Manning.

Bird storics werc written by: (1) Mur-
ray Leinater (2) John Edwards (3) Epaminondas
T. Snooks. D. T. G. (4) Capt. S. P. Meek, U. S. A.

. The authot with the greatest amount of stories

Thilip J.
R. F. Starzl

Bartel (2) David
(4) Jock Wil-

to his credit is:
H. Keller, M. D.
liamson.

(1
(3)

(1) The Time Stream
(2) Off on a Comet (3) Dawn to Dusk (4) The
Hidden World.

. *“The Revoh of the Pedestrians' was the first pub-

lished story of: (1) David H. Keller (2) Clare
Winger Harris (3) Festus Pragnell (4) John
Russell Fearn. - ,

. Most science-fiction is published in: (1) London

(2)
geles.
Frankenstein’s monster on the screen was played
by: (1) Boris Karloff (2) Bela Lugosi (3) Lon
Chaney (4) Will Rogers. _ :
The best science-fiction is based on: (1) vamnpires
and ghosts (2) scientific fact and theory (3) th
horrors of war (4) love in_the future. »
Science-fiction’s first magazine came out in: (1)
1925 (2) 1926 (3) 1927 (4) 1928. ;.

A science-fiction author who was also a great
astronomer was: (1) Garrett P. Serviss (2) Jules
Verne (3) Edgar Allen Poc (4) Nathaniel Haw-
thorne. :

New York City (3) Chicago (4) Los An-

-22. The editorial

,- 21. Fantasy

PART THREE

Completion
1. “Anachronism’’ was a acquel to Diae
2. I.N-18 was the name of the herolne of the scienti-
film ecntitled _
3. “—  — __ the Conqueror’” is a famous story
by Ray Cummings.
4. “F. P. 1” stands for —mM8m8 .
5. annual science-fiction magazine (8)

has (have) been published.
6. There werec as many as
science-fiction .magazines on
one time.
7. A book has recently been published containing
of H. G. Wells’ novels.
8. The first great science-fiction novel

different
the mnewsstand at

fa named___'
9. Edwin Balmer and

— ——— wrote ‘“When_
Worlds Collide’’ and its sequel. !

10. Laurence Manning writes sclence-fiction « only .’
for -~ ———— magazine. oy
11. “Manape the Mighty’ was written by -

12. Arthur Leo Zagat once, collaborated with: -

Ai!'v."'L

—on many stories;® = =7 R T
*18."The motion picture “Deluge” was taken“from the's
e tory, DY e AR A —— g SN
m.._ S ST R R o )

14.-Plato was the locale of Stanton A, Coblentz’s
- - .novel named ————.

:15.' The first popular time-travel atory was
by H. 'G. Wells.

16. Many stories have concerned mad

" ‘conquering the world.

17. Laurence Manning’'s most famous series of stories

are g

18.- A. Merritt’s best novels appear in
magazine.

19. “Men With Wings"”
named _—

20. All the professional scicnce-fictlon magazines are

- edlted e

in
21.

was written by a woman

ls the author of “Dawn to Dusk.”
offices of ——————— are at 99
«----Hudson St., New York City.

/23. One editor of a science-fiction magazine {s Dr.

24. There are ————————— major acience-fiction maga-
zines being published now.

28. The team of Arcot, Morey, Wade, and Fuller ap-
peared in novels by — M ———,

PART FOUR
True and False

1. H. G. Wells* first name is Hubert.

2. Hugo Gernsback’s Science Fiction
tains reprintas. 2

3. Garret Smith wrote “A Columbus of Space.”

4. Brown drawa the covers for Amazing Storles.

5. }r}ryt Cummings’ best novels concerped visits to

uto. -

8. “Suggestions to Authors” have been
for the authors of Wonder Stories.

7. Astounding Stories contained a monthly scientific

Serics con-

prepared

editorial.

8. “Off on a Comet’ appeared in the first Wonder
Stories.

9. Miracle, Science and Fantasy -Stories published
only two {ssues.

10. Knute Savory was the hero in a famous novel
by Richard Vaughan.

11. Morey draws steadily for Argnsy magatine.

12. Andrew Lenard. a science-fiction movic producer.
lives in Budmpest.

13. Colonel Marsh is a character in the stories of
Laurence Manning.

14. “The Diamond lL.ens'’ by Fitz-Jamcas O’'Brien first
appeared in 1912,

15. Lem Gulliver was the leading character in four

- published stories.

16. J. Harvey Haggard wrote the Space-Guard sturiey.

17. Dr. Keller's first atory was about giant termites.

18, Kenneth S8terling wrote a burlesque published
during 1934.

19. “When Reptiles Ruled’

. distant past.

20. Dold had some illustrations
and Fantaay-Stories. .

Magazine is a publication for scienece-

fiction fana.

wa3 a story about the

in Miracle, Scienee
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22. “*Scoops’’ was a science-fiction mngazine pubiished
. in England.

‘28, The Science Fiction League was organized in
: 1938
.,24..The"feadem' departments are always in the rear
. of the magazine.
. 25.."What is Your Sclence Knowledge' iz a monthly
.o ~ department in Amazing Stories.

:'_.-. S PART FIVE
- Essays on' Science Fiction

ey N ; .

=-1.. In at least 250 words, tell how you came to read
-.= i--pcience-fiction.

=-2.-Give your friends' reactions to science-fiction in
=" . 'no less than 250 words.

e e

R PART SIX
i Personal Oplnions

Loy ,
:"*'f. Wg:o?is your favorite sclence-fiction author and
e WDy { . -

S%2.-What is’ your favorite saclence-fictlon character
»s.and why?

""3..;,What i3 your favorite acience-fictlon story. and

iy, Why T
~+4.4Do:yon think that science-fiction has a promising
o t;futur_e,rnnd_why‘{
SELNOTE L All 'answers in this part must contaln at
yleast;1005wordaeach. .. .': . . e
T e T o et i o L Dl

PART SEVEN L ¥
General Sclence i

1. What Is the common name for sodium chloride? .

2. What was the pterodactyl?

3. How docs the gravity of the moon compare with
that of the earth?

4. What is a gyroecope used for in large ships?

6. What i3 the chemlical symbol for carbon monoxide?

6. What is Esperanto?

7. About what subject is the book eutitled *“The
Expanding Universe’" T ‘ ‘e

8. Name two gases used to keep dirigibles in the alr.

9. About how far apart are the earth and the sun?

10. What {a a protozoa?

11. Has Venus got many satellites?

12. Approximately, what
the earth (in miles) ?

13. Bow long s the sun-spot cycle? %

14. For what ncw substance {s DO the symbol, and
what does the ‘D’ mean?

15. Has atomic power cver been tapped?

16. When was the first passenger rocket service
atarted?

17. Where is the Boothia-Felix Peninsula?

18. Where are the asteroids jocated?

19. Does the Bible agree with the theory of evolution?

20. When can the coruna of the sun be Becn?

2i. What is the popular nickname ;for Dlars?

22. Which is the smallest planct in the solar system?

23. Is uranium higher in the atomic scale than
radium ?

2P Ilsf there enough air on the moon to support human
Hfe?

25, Who s aasoclated with the contraction at light
speed theory 7

26. In fcet, give the approximate speced of sound.

27. What are the unte noted for?

23, In what year was the planet Pluto discovered?

29. Where is air preasure greatest?

30. Which state in the United States has the ghortcst

surveyed boundary?

MOTE: Twenty-five ol the auestions used in thia
Second Science Fiction Test were contributed by For-
rest J. Ackerman, an Executive Director of the as-
sociation.

the circumference of -

While many of the questions seem trivial to us today
and some struck me as pretty trivial at the time),
nonetheless they all served a purpose: to determine

if the applicant really knew his science fiction
magazines and had some knowledge of science fiction
(and fandom) outside of the reqular magazines. The
science questions were of less importance, really;
but, after all, this was a Gernsback magazine and
why shouldn't the publisher want to find out whether
his eager readers had received any scientific in-
struction from reading science fiction? Just about
all of the answers to the science questions had ap-
peared somewhere in the Gernsback titles, either in
stories, science news of the month, or the reqular
"Science Questions and Answers" department.

Further results of the test were spread over tuwo
issues this time, instead of three. That was proba-
bly because the magazine shifted its schedule to bi-
monthly. The October 1935 issue, on sale September,
was the last issue of WONDER STORIES as a monthly;
the next issue did go on sale a month later (month
of October) but was dated December. [I have deleted
some repetitive material.

SECOND TEST RESULTS

Following is a list of the members of the SCIENCE
FicTioN LeaGUE who passed our Second Seience
Fiction Test, published in our July, 1935, issue, with
the marks they received. The list is chronological,
according to the dates the tests were received at
Headquarters. The twenty-eight names in the list
were awarded First Class Kembership. Twenty-nine
tests were received—which is not to be considered
bad in view of the fact that the First Test was pub-
lished just six months before the Second—one of
which friled to make the passing grade of seventy
per cent. This member will not be mentioned in this
department, though he has been awarded Active
Membership for his efforts in this matter. The new
list of First Class Members, to be sadded to the
forty-one who passed the First Test Jast winter,
are (mecmber number follows name):

Clay Ferguson, Jr. (929) ...veevvienncanss 88%
Howard® Copeland (493) c.vioveeorvssecess 186%™
Donald V. Allgeier (408) ..cccvaneooceces.. 90%
Howard Rountl, Jr. (938) ..coceceoseesses 89%

Jim Blish (820) ............. e o ee) oot Vet T 2O
Edgar A. Hirdler (883) .ievveieviirreoees TI%
Robert E. Booth (691) .....ceeacsesescess 86%
Herbert E. Goudket (684) ..covevrieesnnoss 345
Jos. Enloe (943) ..... Ao S OGHAE0T God ok UXy/]
Florence Refder (516) ....c.iceeecccascaces 149
George W. Greene (RB0) .v..cvieccencocess 86%

LeRoy Christian Bashore (567) .veevsreceee 35%
Charles Nafziger, Jr. (946) ...ceocsscececs 87%
William S. Christoff (472) ...vvevevsceees 34%
Raymond M. Hood, Jr. (900) t.cceoccesece T8%
Raymond P. Mardella (18) ..vievirorecess $7% .

Ammon Young (675) ..ceeveessesscosesss 88%

Robert J. Binder (662) ....cvivencessesacss T4%
William H. Stanbery (902) ,.vececoresccss 98%
Oswald Train (861) ....cvovvvvrecnecce.: 32%

Allen R. Charpentier (639) ...ecvevevesoss 80%
Milton J. Latzer (728) wln N o 80090

Henry Lewls, Jr. (682) ..covevvcccrnecess Bl
Robert A. Madle (956) .......cov0.. S B6%%
J. C., SEarr: "(956]) ... eesaine oeisionhmettarar A oN8 7o
Philip S. Hetherington (7835) ...... v i% o thA NO560
Olon F. Wiggins (140) ....cceeccoccnsaoss 94%
Jack Schaller (81) .....ceuuve.n - B Tl ... 80%

You will notice that Raymond P. Mariella received
the highest grade, 97%, folowed close bchind by
LeRoy Christian Bashore and Philip S. Hetherington
each with 959 —the latter of these two, by the way,
submitting the only test from a foreign country,
England—and Donald V. Allgeler, Herbert E. Goudket,
William S. Christoff, Willlam H. Stanbery, Oswald
Train, Milton J. Latzer, and Olon F. Wiggins follow
up with marks between 909% and 94%.

We have tabulated the personal opinions that the
test-takers were requested to give in Part Six of the
test, and find the rosults as follows:
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Of the twenty-nine ecntries, Dr. David H. Keller
once again wina the honors ns favorite author with
slx votes. Dr. Edward E. Smith comes sccond with
five votes, John W. Campbell next with four. and
Edgar Rice Burroughs follows fourth with thrce in
his favor. Three authors tie with two votes ench—
Laurence Manning, Richard Vaughan. and Stanley
G. Weinbaum. A. Merritt, John Russell Fearn, Jack
Williamson, and Stanton A. Coblentz have one vote
each, and one member has no favorite author,

John Carter wins by far as the favorite character,
with six votes, the second favorite, Richard Seaton,
tagging behind with three. Knute Savory. Hawk
Carse, Taine of San Francisco, and Profcssor
Jameson tie with two ench. Characters who received
one vote each were Tony Drake, Georgre Gower, “Ham"
Hammond, Tweel, Colonc! Marsh. Norman Winters,
old Falthful and Tumithak. Four test-takers had
no favorite characters.

Outside of the fact that foor members put down
““The Exile of the Skics' aa their favorite story and
““The Skylark of Space” and “The Man Who Awoke"
each received two votes, members could not agree
.on their favorites. Sixteen astorieL received just one
vote each. They are: "Brigands of the Moon,” “The
Master Mind of Mars.” '“The Voyage of the Asteroid.”
““Twilight,”” '“The Monater Men,” ‘Old Faithful,”
‘““Robur, the Conqueror.” "'Skylark Three,” “In-
vaders from the Infinite,”” “The Treasures of Tan-
talus,”” ""The Ship of Ishtar,” ‘“Bevond Pluto.” “The
Brain-Eaters of Pluto,” "'Paradise and Iron.” ‘‘The
Skylark of Valeron,” and '“The Wreck of the Aster-
oid.” Five have no favorite stories.

Only two members are undecided ns to whether
sclence-fiction has a promising future or not. The
other twenty-seven who took this Second Tcst are
confident that it has.

While Dr. Keller won as the favorite author, Edgar
Rice Burroughs is the author of the favorite charao-
ter, and Richard Vaughan the writer of the best-
liked etory.

There were many ‘catch’ questions in the teat
that members had to be on their toes to answer
correctly. One of these appeared in the Seventh Part.
We asked “When was the first passenger rocket
service started?”” The answer, of course, is that it
hasn’t been. The last one in this section asked which
state In the union has the shortest surveyed boundary.
Without giving it much thought, most of the entries

listed Rhode Island, and only one had the correct
answer—New Jersey.
The twenty-first question in the Second Part was

poorly worded, we regret. We stated that most.

science-fiction is published in “blank,’” leaving a choice
between London, New York City. Chicago, and Lose
Angeles. Though the correct answer is New York,
we should have said the science-fiction was edited
there. As a matter of fact, moat science-fiction I8
publighed outside of New York, and members who
remarked on this fact were given full credit, along
with others whbo answered New York City. Similarly,
in the true and false section, we mentioncd that
J. Harvey Haggard wrote the "Space-Guard'’ stories,
when it should have been ‘‘Earth-Guard.” Likewise,
a couple of teat-takers corrected us on number ten of
Part Seven., We asked "Whut is a protozoa?’" when
it should bave been '"What is a prototoan '’ Protuzoa
{s .plural:

‘“How many satellitcs has Venus?’’ was another
catch question (Part Scven, Question 11). Venus,
of course, haa no known satellites. Many members

answered that the earth has a circumference of 8.000

miles, in the next question—mistaking the word
‘‘circumference’ for ‘‘diameter.’” The one requesting

the popular nick-name for Mars referred to the -

planet and not the War-God. This was in the scicnce
section and should recfer to science.

We'd like to let you read some of the essays sub- !

mitted in Partas Five and Six.

In answer to the first scction of Part Five, Clay
Ferguson, Jr., up-and-coming young scicnce-fiction
artist, tella how he came to rcad scicnce-fiction:

‘““Ever since I cnn remember, I have becn an imag-
inative sort of chap. Even in my carly youth, as [
look back on it, I was always dissatisfied with ‘things
as they are'—or were, if you will. I have always
wanted to improve things around me. therefore my
thoughta often turned to the future with the accom-
panying speculations as to what was in store for man.

‘‘Conseqiucntly, when a school pal of mine loaned
mec a copy of one of his ‘science-fiction’ magazines,

I was immediately lost head over heels in it. Not
having any financial income at the time, I couldn't
buy my own, 80 I uscd to practically beg him to
bring mec more of them. I carricd on this borrowing
practice through junior-high school and high scbool.

“As I remember it, | got my first glimpse of =a
ascicnce-fiction magazine In about 1929, The earlicst
storics I can remember ure ‘The City of the Living
Dead’ and ‘The Universe Wreckers.” I don't have a
copy of the former story, but 1 was extremely happy
to run across the same city in Laurence Manniung's
‘Man Who Awoke’ serice recently. After I had bor-
rowed and returned a few copies of my friend's
magazines he began to lose interest in science-fiction
and began to buy the magazines less frequently. But
when he did buy them, he resd them, then GAVE
them to me. Yoa can imagine my delight in beginning
a science-fiction library. After we reached high school
he stopped buying them altogether so I just HAD
to buy my own. Ever since then I have always man-
aged to scrape uUp enough money to buy 'all three'
every month. I remember the first magnzines I ever
bought. They were Amazing Stories for June, 1231,
with that ‘powerful' story., '‘The Power Planet.,’ by
Murray Leinaster, and Wonder Stories for June,
1931, with that most excellent story by Charles
Cloukey. ‘In the Spacesphere.” Those were the days
of REAL BCINNCE FICTION.”

“I have had little trouble in getting my friends
interested in science-fiction,” writes Donald V.
Allgeier in answer to the second scction of this
part, calling for his fricnds’ reactions to scicnce-
fiction. "My trouble lies in remembering who I loaned
the magazine to so that I can get it back. Seven
or eight of my friends have read my collection of
scicnce-fiction books and have cried for more. I took
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